494                             PLUTARCH'S LIVES
And after this, having a tedious march to make through a waterless
and difficult country, he ordered ten thousand skins to be filled with
water, and so advanced towards the enemy, whom he found drawn
up in order of battle near the river Abas, to the number of sixty
thousand horse and twelve thousand foot, ill-armed generally, and
most of them covered only with the skins of wild beasts. Their general
was Cosis, the king's brother, who, as soon as the battle was begun,
singled out Pompey, and rushing in upon him darted his javelin into
the joints of his breastplate; while Pompey, in return, struck him
through the body with his lance and slew him. It is related that in
this battle there were Amazons fighting as auxiliaries with the bar-
barians, and that they came down from the mountains by the river
Thermodon. For that after the battle, when the Romans were taking
the spoils and plunder of the field, they met with several targets and
buskins of the Amazons; but no woman's body was found among the
dead. They inhabit the parts of Mount Caucasus that reach down to
the Hyrcanian Sea, not immediately bordering upon the Albanians,
for the Gelae and the Leges lie betwixt; and they keep company with
these people yearly, for two months only, near the river Thermodon;
after which they retire to their own habitations, and live alone all the
rest of the year.
After this engagement, Pompey was eager to advance with his
forces upon the Hyrcanian and Caspian Sea, but was forced to retreat
at a distance of three days' march from it by the number of ven-
omous serpents, and so he retreated into Armenia the Less. Whilst
he was there, the kings of the Elymseans and Medes sent ambassadors
to him, to whom he gave friendly answer by letter; and sent against
the King of Parthia, who had made incursions upon Gordyene, and
despoiled the subjects of Tigranes, an army under the command of
Afranius, who put him to the rout, and followed him in chase as far
as the district of Arbela.
Of the concubines of King Mithridates that were brought before
Pompey, he took none to himself, but sent them all away to their
parents and relations; most of them being either the daughters or
wives of princes and great commanders. Stratonice, however, who
had the greatest power and influence with him, and to whom he had
committed the custody of his best and richest fortress, had been, it
seems, the daughter of a musician, an old man, and of no great for-
tune, and happening to sing one night before Mithridates at a ban-
quet, she struck his fancy so that immediately he took her with him,
and sent away the old man much dissatisfied, the king having not so
much as said one kind word to himself. But when he rose in the
morning, and saw tables in his house richly covered with gold and
silver plate, a great retinue of servants, eunuchs, and pages bringing
him rich garments, and a horse standing before the door richly